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Club outings can be 
lethal. 21 die and hun­











the first black President? 
The controversial Rev. Al 
Sharpton plans to make 
that dream his reality.
PAGE 3ARTS & LIVIN
The original Final 
Destination was a gory 
classic. Does the sequel 
live up to the hype? Read 
the review.
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Accused September 11 
planner studied mechan­










AIDS vaccine shows prom­
ise in minority patients. 






Are the politics of 
Greek life hurting 
student leader­
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More from Bin Laden via videotape
Lauren Stokes 
New Writer
On Nov. 9, 2001, Osama 
bin Laden recorded an approxi­
mately hour long tape in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan. The 
tape was not shot in chronolog­
ical order, showing unrelated 
shots of a downed United States 
helicopter, and the meetings bin 
Laden had with his associates. 
Officials said the tape was 
found in a private residence in 
Jalalabad, although the nature
Howard University to Aid Morris 
Brown Regain Accreditation
• Fellow HBCU hopes to 
help AUC institution recov­
er from accreditation loss
Kyana Miner 
News Writer
Morris Brown lost its 
accreditation December 9, 
2002 due to a $27 million 
debt and is currently waiting 
for their appeal hearing, 
scheduled for April 8 of this 
year, in which they will 
attempt to regain their 
accredited status.
The College has acceler­
ated their spring semester in 
order to end the semester in 
March rather than May to 
ensure that graduating sen­
iors receive degrees before 
the appeal. The new sched­
ule requires students to 
spend 110 minutes in each 
class rather than 50 minutes.
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of the discovery is complicated. 
U.S. officials also say the tape 
makes it clear that Osama bin 
Laden had advance knowledge 
about the planning and details 
of the terror attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon. The United States 
government hired translators to 
interpret the tape. Osama bin 
Laden said that he calculated in 
advance the number of casual­
ties who would be killed based 
on the position of the tower. He 
calculated the floors that would
"The new schedule is 
extremely difficult, but I am 
willing to do anything I can to 
help my school through this 
challenging obstacle," says 
Morris Brown student 
Matthew Fears.
Howard University in 
Washington D.C. has dedicat­
ed a website to Morris Brown 
entitled "Save Morris 
Brown." The site provides the 
address of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) and prewrit­
ten letters for current HBCU 
students, HBCU alumni, high 
school students, and students 
at majority institutions. These 
letters indicate the importance 
of preserving one of the oldest 
historically black colleges in 
America. They also ask SACS 
to consider the consequences 
of taking away accreditation 
from a school that established
be hit would only be three or 
four. Bin Laden said he was the 
most optimistic due to his expe­
rience in the field. He only 
hoped for the fire from the gas 
in the plane would melt the iron 
structure of the building and 
collapse the area where the 
plane hit and all the floors 
above it only. The purpose of 
the release of the tape was to 
inform people all over the 
world that bin Laden was 
involved in the September 11 
attacks.
a legacy of providing educa­
tional opportunities to 
African-American students 
who continue to make an 
impact on society.
The site requests "all 
visitors to this site to join us 
in taking a stand to ensure 
the longevity of some of this 
nation's most valued assets: 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities." View the 
site at www.howard.edu/ 
savemorrisbrown.
Donations can be made 
to Morris Brown through 
their website at www.mor- 
risbrown.edu or can be 
mailed to the following 
address:
Morris Brown College 
Annual Fund Campaign 







• Student activists pro­
mote action through 
organized protests and 




During the Civil Rights 
Movement, college students 
worked hard to fight for their 
rights and stand up for what 
they believed in. Although it 
seems as if student activism in 
the AUC has taken a huge fall, 
two students decided that it is 
time to fight for peace and 
equality. Nesa Galeta and 
Sarah Thompson, a senior and 
freshman at Spelman College, 
are the co-founders of the AUC 
Peace Coalition, a group of stu­
dents committed to creating 
peace and instilling activism 
within the campuses once 
again.
The AUC Peace Coalition 
spent a week making students 
aware of the impending war and 
other issues while promoting 
the concept of peace throughout 
the campus. From Feb. 18 to 
Feb. 21, the members of the 
newly founded organization 
provided Spelman students with 
opportunities to let the govern­
ment know they opposed the 
war, learn about a different cul­
ture and participate in acts of 
solidarity to make others aware 
of the rights that people are 
denied.
Students were able to sign 
a petition protesting the war 
starting Monday Feb. 18. More 
than 500 signatures have been 
recorded, which would equate 
to one-fourth of Spelman’s 
campus opposing the war. On 
Tuesday members of the coali­
tion had a small dinner of rice 
and beans in the cafeteria. This 
was an act of solidarity for 
those people in Iraq who are 
only rationed two servings of 
the meal a day. Tai music from 
Algeria was played on 
Wednesday in the LLCI lobby. 
The featured artist was Khaled, 
and this musical presentation 
gave those who heard it a 
glimpse into another culture’s 
art forms.
See COALITION, page X
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The Spelman Spotlight is a 
biweekly publication. We welcome 
all submissions. Submissions are 
edited for space and to correct 
errors in grammar and punctuation.
Opinions in the Perspectives sec­
tion of The Spelman Spotlight are 
soley the views of the author, not 
the opinions of The Spelman 
Spotlight. They do no necessarily 
reflect the opinions of Spelman 
College, its administration, or The 
Spelman Spotlight advisor.
Letters and opinions must be 
typed, signed, and include full 
address and telephone number.
Please mail alt correspondence to:
The Spelman Spotlight
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 1234 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 




Hello Ladies! I am back 
this semester with new and 
exciting topics to explore 
and discuss with the AUC 
public. We will be entering 
that wonderful season of 
romance called Spring here 
soon and the men are all in 
frenzy. Have you received 
any phone calls from long 
lost exes or is your man 
showing his other side? 
Well, do not be surprised 
because you are not the only 
one! I recently received a
• Jessica Santillan,
a 17-year-old
Mexican girl, died 
Saturday Feb. 22 
after two consecu­
tive organ trans­
plants. She was 
given the wrong 
type of organs and 
blood during the 
first transplant, 




• The government 
has lowered the 
terrorist threat 
level from orange
COALITION from page 1
February 20 was the coali­
tion’s day of silence. Members 
of the group dressed in black 
and handed flyers to teachers 
and students to explain why 
they were silent. Part of the 
flyer read as follows: "My 
deliberate silence echoes the 
silence, which is caused by 
ignorance, prejudice and dis­
crimination." The handout also 
included information about the 
Patriot Act II, an act that could 
possibly hinder citizen’s free­
dom of speech and right to 
assemble. The day of silence 
had an affect on the mute stu­
dents as well as on those who 
observed them; the protestors 
said they felt "absent", "like a 
child", "crazy" and "like a ghost 
people are afraid to look at."
Students were allowed to 
let congress know how they 
really felt on Friday, February 
21, the week’s culminating 
event. Phone numbers, station­
phone call from a long lost 
male friend who was calling 
"just to see how I was 
doing." Imagine my sur­
prise that I would receive 
this phone call now, after he 
just recently became a new 
father!
Honestly ladies, your 
guard must be up because 
with all of the inconsistent 
and crazy weather changes 
we are having, the behavior 
of men is proving to be just 
as fickle. It is important 
that you all know that these 
are not isolated behaviors 
either. I have been involved 
in several conversations
News Briefs
to yellow, meaning 
that the threat has 
gone from high to 
elevated. Random 
automobile searches 
will most likely be 
stopped.




Thursday Feb. 27 at 
the age of 74. 
Rogers was suffer­
ing from stomach 
cancer.
• Jack Russel, a 
member of the
ary and a list of familiar names 
were displayed on a table in 
Upper Manley for students. All 
day long, people were encour­
aged to write letters to the 
House of Representatives and 
call their state senators, letting 
congress know they did not 
support the war.
Sarah Thompson has this 
message to offer her peers: 
"AUC students need to wake 
up! This war affects all of us 
whether you know it our not. 
As minorities we must stand on 
the side of other minorities. 
Because of our privilege to 
speak, we are obligated to be a 
voice for the voiceless...peace 
is the way, war is not the 
answer." The group meets 
Mondays at 4:15 p.m. in Cosby 
214. Thompson encourages 
interested persons to attend the 
meetings and hopes all students 
will support the work that is 
currently being done.
with different women who 
are having similar occur­
rences in their lives. Men 
all over are behaving 
strangely.
I guess it would fair to 
say that since we women go 
through this chemical 
imbalance every month due 
to our menstrual cycles that 
it is fair for men to experi­
ence similar symptoms once 
a ear. But while women’s 
periods are spread through­
out the month, it seems as if 
there is a button that is 
clicked on every year this 
time of year that switches 
men into their pms mode
group Great White, 
who were perform­
ing when a Rhode 
Island club burned 
to the ground in 
February, seeks 
immunity before he 
testifies in court. 
The band maintains 
their believe that the 
club owners
approved the use of 
pyrotechnics.
• Georgia governor 
Sonny Perdue is 
proposing that citi­
zens vote on 
whether they want 
the Confederate
Interested in
journalism or photography? 
Then The Spelman Spotlight 
wants you!
The Spotlight is currently taking 
applications for all students 
interested in holding positions as 
contributing writers and 
photographers.
For more information, 
email sspotlight2002@yahoo.com 
or contact any staff member.
and they all start acting out­
side of themselves at the 
same time!
I can only warn my 
Sisters to keep your eyes 
open and renew your 
patience because they will 
only get worse as the weath­
er gets warmer and the 
clothes get skimpier. There 
is solace in knowing that 
they will all begin to calm 
down around May when we 
settle into summer and they 
have all found their "sum­
mer loving" friends. Until 
then I wish all of you luck 
and hope that you are better 
prepared for next year.
symbol enlarged on 
the state flag. The 
vote could cost $2.5 
million.
• "Saint Lucy’s 
Eyes", starring 
Ruby Dee, is play­
ing at the Alliance 
Theater through 
March 9th.
• Newcomer Nora 
Jones won five 
Grammy awards 
Feb. 23. for her 
album "Come Away 
With Me". Jones is 
23-years-old.
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Stampede at Chicago 
Nightclub leaves 21 dead
Rachel Valentin 
News Writer
Twenty-one people were 
killed in a stampede at an ille­
gally operating Chicago night­
club on Monday Feb. 17 2003.
The Epitome nightclub, 
also known as E2, has been 
cited for repeated building-code 
violations and the city has been 
sparring in court with the own­
ers of the nightclub since July 
2002, officials said.
Victims were trampled or 
smothered when hundreds of 
screaming guests rushed the 
exits of the crowded Epitome 
nightclub. Some witnesses said 
the deadly stampede was 
caused when security guards at 
the club used Mace or pepper 
spray to break up a fight.




Tennessee State University 
hosted the second annual 
“Think Tank,” conference over 
the weekend of February 20-23.
The topic for this 
year’s Think Tank was 
“Defining and Redefining the 
HBCU Experience.” The con­
ference hosted students from
over 30 different HBCU’s.
Guest speakers included, 
BET’s Ed Gordon, and poet 
Jessica Caremoore, who has 
appeared on Apollo, and Def 
Poetry Jam. Originally sched­
uled Sonia Sanchez was unable 
to attend due to bronchitis.
Concurrent sessions were 
held Friday and Saturday on a 
variety of subjects. Among 
some of the more heavily 
attended discussions were the 
destruction of the black male 
image, greek life, fear of com­
mitment in relationships and the 
issue or non-issue of complex­
ion in the African-American 
community.
“It was interesting to get a
Classifieds
Break Vacations! Cancún, Jamaica, 
as, & Florida. Best Parties, Best Hotels, Best
Group Discounts, Group organizers travel
is limited! Hurry up & Book Now! 1-
800-234-7007? . ...... . . '■
------------------------------------------------------------
2003 EXPANSION $12.50
Local company has 30+ positions avail-
1 on I with customers. No experience
sary, training provided. No telemarketing, 
k. 10-30 hrs. Flexible evening. Works 
asses, ideal for students or recent grads, 
possible, including management 
n summer. Internship credits and 
lable, conditions apply. Filling fast! 
770-722-0010
The firefighters on the 
scene had to use sledgeham­
mers and pry bars to open 
locked and blocked exits that 
prevented some club-goers 
from leaving, according to 
Chicago Fire Commissioner 
James Joyce.
Joyce also reports that all 
but one of the exits was blocked 
by objects from the first-floor 
restaurant. The locked doors are 
a fire-code violation.
Police Commissioner Terry 
Hillard said investigators are 
trying to sort out conflicting 
stories about what caused the 
panic, and were retrieving a 
video from inside the club.
"We will get to the bottom 
of this." Commissioner Hillard 
said. "Right now, our investiga­
tion is at full tilt,"
perspective from students at 
other HBCU’s,” said Jarrod 
Loadholt, sophomore at 
Morehouse College.
The evening events includ­
ed a greek step-show, jazz 
social and a multitude of par­
ties.
The conversations were 
well attended and students 
seemed to be excited and 
engaged throughout the entire 
conference.
“I think that the most bene­
ficial aspect of the conference 
was the diverse group of stu­
dents, that came with an open 
mind, and were open and will­
ing to work. The attitude of the 
students helped us to have a 
very successful event,” said 
Meredith Miller, Tennessee 
State University, SGA 
Representative at-large.
SGA president at TSU, 
Jamie Riley, started the confer­
ence last year. Both Howard 
University and North Carolina 
A&T are bidding to host next 
year’s conference.
AP PHOTO | Charles Dharapak
Democratic presidential hopeful Rev. Al Sharpton gestures as he addresses the 
Democratic National Committee in Washington Saturday, Feb. 22, 2003. The 
committee's three-day gathering, which ended Saturday, gave a crowded field of 
presidential hopefuls a chance to court the party's most active fund-raisers, 
political organizers and primary campaign voters.




Rev. Al Sharpton seeks the 
Democratic Party’s nomination 
for the 2004 U.S. presidential 
election.
"I am running for president 
to finally put the issues con­
cerning most Americans on to 








Millions of demonstrators 
rallied around the world 
protesting the US-led war 
against Saddam Hussein on 
Feb. 15, 2003, Anti-war
marchers flooded the streets of 
Atlanta, San Francisco, New 
York, Philadelphia, London, 
Mexico City, Santo Domingo, 
Israel, UK London, France, 
Ireland, Bulgaria, Holland, 
Scotland, Ukraine, Brazil, 
South Africa, Japan and 
Germany with banners and 
signs that read "No War," "No 
More Blood for Oil and Power," 
and "Stop This Bush War."
In South Africa, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu led 
a service near the United 
Nations and shouted, "Peace! 
Peace! Peace! Let America lis­
ten to the rest of the world-and 
the world is saying, ‘Give the 
inspectors more time.’" In Iraq, 
marchers held up pictures of 
Iraqi artists. "We're carrying 
these photos to show the other 
face of the Iraqi people that the 
TV doesn't show," said 38-year- 
old Giovanna Marenzana, 
according to the Washington 
Post.
"I’m qualified, probably more 
qualified than any other person 
who is expected to be on the 
Democratic ticket for 2004, 
because I actually have a fol­
lowing and I speak for the peo­
ple."
The 48-year-old civil rights 
leader believes there is a need 
for the Democratic Party to 
expand its political base. "I
AP PHOTO I Mike Mergen
Student anti-war protesters and peace activists rally in downtown Philadelphia, 
with city hall in the background, Wednesday, March 5, 2003. High school and 
college students around the country walked out of class Wednesday to protest a 
possible war with Iraq, holding a series of rallies organizers predicted would be 
the biggest campus anti-war demonstrations since the Vietnam War.
AP PHOTO I Mark Humphrey
think we need to look at run­
ning a black in the primary. I 
have said I would be available 
to do it," said Sharpton.
Sharpton is preparing for 
the campaign by traveling 
across the country. He plans to 
make stops in South Carolina 
and New Hampshire to enhance 
his visibility in the early pri­
mary states. In addition to 
preparing for the campaign, 
Sharpton released a book in 
October titled "Al on America" 
in which he said "presidential 
politics has become . . .an 
exclusive club for white males, 
or a certain income, of a certain 
age."
Many question whether his 
book actually presents him as a 
credible candidate for presi­
dent. According to Rod Dreher, 
senior writer for National 
Review, "Two things we can 
safely predict for 2004: that the 
Rev. Al Sharpton will run for 
president, and that the Rev. Al 
Sharpton will not win."
As Jesse Jackson fades 
from the spotlight, Sharpton 
steps up to take on the mantle of 
black leadership. The next 
phase in the struggle for the 
leadership of black America is 
surely approaching.
AT LEFT: People 
protest a possible 
war with Iraq at a 
demonstration on 
the city square in 
Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., Wednesday, 
March 5, 2003. The 
majority of the pro­
testers that took 




AT RIGHT: Some five thousand Palestinians 
take to the streets of al-Yarmouk camp out­
side Damascus, Wednesday, March 5, 2003, 
to protest a possible US war on Iraq and the 
Israeli escalation in the occupied Palestinian 
lands.
AP PHOTOI Bassem Teliawi
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Movie Review: Final Destination 2
• Explore Atlanta and 
experience great places 
for romantic date excur-
sions
Jerrice Boyd
Arts & Entertainment Editor
The Supper Club
308 W. Ponce De Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030 
(404) 370-1207 
Price Range: $$$$*
Beaded curtains, Moroccan 
inspired pillows, velvet draped 
rooms, fabric cascading from 
ceiling to floor, and good food 
creates a fusion at Decatur’s 
The Supper Club. The Supper 
Club is a nice suggestion for a 
special occasion or romantic 
evening.
The food is New American, 
which features highlights of 
regional cuisine combined with 
familiar ingredients and the 
menu changes seasonally. The 
Supper Club features a highly 
selective menu, bar and exten­
sive wine list which keeps its 
customers coming back for 
more.
Customers at The 
Supper Club dine in 
private intimate areas 
perfect for getting in 
quality time. Imagine 
you and your signifi­
cant other surrounded 
by beautiful décor 
seclude from the rest 
of the world. This 
sounds like a fantasy 
but is the best way to 
describe the atmos­
phere at the restau­
rant. From tables sur­
rounded with curtains
to the dim candle lit areas and 
vintage art, The Supper Club 
has the perfect ambiance.
On select nights enjoy the 
listening pleasure of the live 
music lounge or plan an exclu­
sive dinner party in the larger 
dinning area. The attentive staff 
at The Supper Club is sure to 
make your date successful. 
While the price is a little steep, 
sources say you get your 
money’s worth in the quality of 
the food, service and overall 
experience. The Supper Club is 
not a first date location, but will 
create memories for couples 
that are well acquainted. Be 
sure to make reservations ahead
PHOTO | AtlantaCitySearch.com
of time and the attire is "urban 
chic casual" according to the 
website www.supperclubde- 
catur.com
*This price includes a 
three-course dinner per person. 
Tax, tip and alcoholic bever­
ages are not included.
Price guide:
$$$$ - $40 or more 
$$$ - $31-40 
( - $21-30 
$ - $20 and under
• The original was a gory 




Blood, gore and death were 
the major images portrayed in 
Final Destination 2. The sequel 
definitely had a more explicit 
and dramatic story line than 
Final Destination. The sequel 
begins with a devastating and 
"eye capturing" car 
accident. The
"accident" is the 
basis of the story 
line, which hap­
pens to be the best 
part of the entire 
movie. The accident 
is also the most 
believable part of the 
movie, because it is
something people can ~ 
relate to. In addition, the graph­
ics during this scene were 
extremely realistic.
The other scenes were also 
very graphic. There were many 
twists in the movie, which cre­
ated some unexpected events. 
The characters died horrible 
deaths, which were more like 
freak accidents. It is not com­
mon for people’s body parts to 
be detached from their body, 
while riding on an elevator. 
This was one of the many hor­
rific death scenes, however 
there were several others scenes 
that were disturbing. But the 
deaths are what made the movie 
so captivating.
When actually thinking 
about the concept of the movie, 
it is quite ridiculous, people 
spending their lives running 
away from death. The whole 
idea is ludicrous. Although, the 
concept is not entirely sensible, 
the movie was actually quite 
interesting and funny. 
Even though the 
death scenes were 
dramatic, they were 
I quite humorous. 
There was a mixture 
of laughs and gasps 
in the theater. Since 
the characters 
were dying every 
I ten minutes, there
was constant action. As a result 
the film kept the viewer 
engrossed. The last fifteen min­
utes of the movie was cheesy. 
The last two scenes needed 
improvement; the director 
should have better thought 
through the ending.
Overall, Final Destination 
2 was a pretty good movie. 
People could enjoy a few 
laughs, some action and a cou­
ple of gruesome moments. It is 
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resented in the AJC
Ekua Assabill
Sports Editor
This article is written in 
response to Ms. Wendy Parker’s 
article printed in the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution’s Sunday 
issue which hit stands Sunday 
Feb. 9, 2003. The article enti­
tled, "A Different World: 
Spelman Program takes ‘a lot of 
love,’" is an inaccurate and 
offensive look at Spelman’s 
basketball team. Parker manip­
ulates language to demean our 
department: a department that is 
in the midst of transition and 
growth. I take personal offense 
to the article as an active mem­
ber of the Athletic Department, 
as editor of the Spotlight’s 
sports section, and as a member 
of the student body. The article 
is based on several unwarranted 
and unjustified opinions 
merged together to appear as 
the truth.
Ms. Parker opens her arti­
cle by describing the team’s 
practice uniforms. She makes a 
point to say, "three players are 
wearing bandannas of different 
colors. Not all of them have 
matching shorts." The Spelman 
College basketball team does in 
fact have matching practice uni­
forms. So who cares if they are 
wearing different color bandan­
nas? Was it necessary to 
include this in the description of 
a developing basketball pro­
gram? It serves one purpose 
and one alone: to make these 
athletes appear like anything 
other than athletes.
Parker further insults the 
progress of the team by quoting 
head basketball coach and
New School University
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Day and Evening • 
Saturday •
Site-line (1/2 on-line and 1/2 in-class) • 
Degree and Non-Degree •
Interim Athletic Director, 
LaVon Mercer as having said, 
"we’re teaching kids lay-ups." 
This quote underestimates the 
team’s level of competence, and 
is false in all its contexts. Our 
ladies are talented athletes who 
have given their all to represent 
Spelman College in the face of 
fierce competition. As in any 
other sport, the basketball team 
spends their practices refining 
their skills including, jump 
shots, plays, and lay-ups. The 
ladies of Spelman’s basketball 
team are competent athletes 
who do not deserve to have 
their skills questioned. Despite, 
Ms. Parker’s assumptions, these 
women have a great command 
of the sport and while they are 
not among the strongest basket­
ball programs in the division, 
they are ball players.
Parker’s article is wrought 
with misinformation, such as 
her assertion that Spelman’s 
ninth president is Dr. Audrey 
Forbes Manley. With misinfor­
mation like this, I am pressed to 
find any respect for Ms. 
Parker’s article. She also for­
gets to mention the difficulty of 
a sports department like 
Spelman’s playing Division II 
schools that offer their athletes 
scholarships. As a Division III 
school, the basketball team has 
yet to play a team in their divi­
sion on their level of commit­
ment to the sport. It’s easy to 
stand back and point the finger 
at Spelman athletics, but until 
you’ve walked a mile in these 
shoes, you will never under­





Shakira E.M. Williams 
Contributing Writer
How do you measure a per­
son’s capacity for success, or 
their ability to achieve? How 
would you measure potential? 
Many of us would say that that 
is an impossible task. Yet, here 
at Spelman as well as other col­
lege campuses we persist at try­
ing to measure a person.
Many of us have heard 
both students and faculty com­
plain about the lack of student 
involvement on campus. Even 
though this is true we as a 
school share some of the blame 
not just the students alone. 
Many of the programs on cam­
pus that students would want to 
become apart of require them 
to have a 3.0 GPA. Also many 
of these programs do not 
involve an interview process. 
Therefore, that leaves the per­
sons in charge of selection are 
left to judge people based sole­





• Student Government: Is it a legitimate 
party system, or are the politics of Greek 




The Spelman Student 
Government Association 
(SSGA) is a body composed 
of elected and appointed 
student representatives 
which meets regularly to 
discuss matters of general 
concerns regarding stu­
dents...they also seek to fos­
ter sisterhood among 
Spelman women as well as 
to help students gain an 
understanding of them­
selves, society, and the 
African American heritage.
These words can be 
found in the introduction of 
the SSGA constitution, but a 
puzzling question remains. 
What if the elected and 
appointed student represen­
tatives do not actually care
Numbers just Don’t
paper. In turn it serves as a 
deterrent to many students who 
will go through there four years 
here at Fair Spelman without 
having experienced the full 
benefits of this campus.
Numbers are not the only 
component of a person. There 
are students on this campus 
who have 3.0's and higher who 
don't do justice to the positions 
that they have, and there are 
students who do not have 3.0's 
but are effective, capable, intel­
ligent, articulate and creative. 
Yes, having an interview 
process might be long and ardu­
ous, but you would know you 
have chosen the person best for 
the position.
When we judge people 
based solely on numbers not 
only do the students miss out on 
having leadership experience 
where they can effect change at 
their school, but the school 
itself misses out on the 
untapped potential of the entire 
student body. From every class,
about student concerns, but 
rather, are only concerned 
with padding their resumes 
and securing a position with 
a Greek organization? In 
that case, is sisterhood 
being fostered or fractured?
In a new and reprehensi­
ble phenomenon, student 
government positions and 
Greek membership intake 
have come to be inexplica­
bly linked. It has become 
increasingly difficult for the 
Spelman constituent to dis­
cern which candidates are 
truly interested in SSGA and 
class council, and which 
candidates are using student 
government as a spring­
board to something else. 
This article doesn’t seek to 
discount the hard work and 
effort of current SSGA and 
class council officers who
fresh woman through senior 
their are only about twenty to 
thirty designated leaders of a 
class that is comprised of about 
400 to 600 people. This doesn't 
make sense.
After reading this article 
my hope is that people will not 
say "Oh well, that's their prob­
lem they should just work 
harder." You have some people 
who are working as hard as they 
can, but they still fall short. This 
article is meant to have people 
look at how this campus works. 
There needs to be avenues on 
this campus where students can 
play a participatory role in cam­
pus life and politics and not be 
judged by the numbers,but 
rather by the actual skills that 
they can bring to an organiza­
tion or group. As a school we 
should ne trying our best to cul­
tivate and nurture the potential 
of every student, not just a 
small few.
have diligently served and 
just happen to belong to a 
Greek organization. Rather, 
this article questions the 
motives of women who have 
never shown even the slight­
est interest in student gov­
ernment or the Spelman 
community, and some of 
whom even admit they don’t 
truly care to run but are 
under specific pressure to do 
so.
A poster entitled "21 
questions" was recently 
released, and although it 
was meant to be comical, it 
truly underscored the prob­
lems that surround student 
government here at 
Spelman. Perhaps one of 
SSGA’s chief concerns next 
year should be how to sepa­
rate student government 
from Greek membership 
intake, and get student gov­
ernment back to its original 
purpose: to encourage lead­
ership, address student con­
cerns, and most importantly, 
to foster sisterhood.
Spelman women, let us 
reclaim our SSGA, and truly 
return it to the Spelman 
Student Government
Association, and away from 
that of the Spelman Sorority 
and Greek Aspirants.
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• Famed jazz singer and actress 
Ruby Dee inspires a new genera­




"Saint Lucy’s Eyes", a play 
currently running at the 
Alliance Theater, is a com­
pelling story featuring the lives 
of three women starring Ruby 
Dee. The director and cast 
member spoke to the Spotlight 
about how their careers and 
how they became a part of the 
production.
Billie Allen, the director of 
"Saint Lucy’s Eyes", is not a 
stranger to this play. She direct­
ed the production in at the 
Cherry Lane Theater in New 
York City.
Originally from Richmond, 
VA, Allen now lives in 
Manhattan. She started as a 
classically trained dancer and 
moved on to the stage to star in 
plays such as "A Raisin in the 
Sun." After completing her at 
Hampton, she studied at the 
Actor’s Studio. Her first direc­
torial debut was for the produc­
tion of "The Last American 
Dixie Land Band." Allen spent 
eight weeks in Japan studying 
at a performing acts theater, and 
has been involved in many 
other projects over the years.
Allen believes "Saint 
Lucy’s Eyes" is a very impor­
tant piece and felt compelled to 
direct the play. Set in Memphis 
during the black sanitation
workers’ strike, the story 
reflects the trying times of 
black people surrounding Dr. 
King’s death. Old Woman, 
played by Ruby Dee, is an abor­
tionist who "helps" young girls 
for the price of $50. The play, 
which Allen describes as a 
blues in four movements, takes 
us through the life of Old 
Woman and how her past 
actions catch up with her in the 
end.
Ruby Dee, who Allen con­
siders the "grand dame of 
American theater", 
was the director’s 
primary choice for
this role because of 
Dee’s ability to bring 
passion, skills,
extraordinary beauty 
and sensuality to the
part. Although Allen’s 
analysis Of Dee may be 
accurate, the aging 
actress had trouble
remembering some of 
her lines opening night.
Also starring the play are 
Toks Olagundoye, a grad­
uate of Smith College and
Karan Kendrick, a Spelman 
alumna. Both young women 
delivered their performances 
with skill, seeming at home on 
the stage. Olagundoye says the 
play was phenomenally written 
and that is a pleasure to be able 
to work with Ruby Dee. She 
starred as Coco in "Fame" and
PHOTO I Erin Stark
AT LEFT: Billy Allen, Director of Saint Lucy’s Eyes. ABOVE: From left, Susan 
V. Booth, Artistic Director of the Alliance Theatre Company; Billy Allen, 
Director; Ruby Dee, star of Saint Lucy’s Eyes; and Bridgette Wimberly, play­
wright at the Opening Night Gala of Saint Lucy’s Eyes at the Alliance Theatre 
Company in Atlanta.
\ Erin Stark 
has
appeared in television 
and movies such as "Brown 
Sugar" and "The Education of 
Max Bedford." In addition, she 
has taught theater courses at 
public school in Harlem.
"Theater is able to change 
people and provoke all kinds of 
exploration and the possibility
of another kind of life," said 
Allen. She believes arts in the 
U.S. are under appreciated as 
well as under funded, and that 
society does not consider work­
ing in theater to be a "real job". 
Other countries have a greater 
appreciation for the theater. 
Olagundoye thinks arts should 
be infused into education, 
because lack of appreciation for 
the arts dulls the areas of the 
brain. She hopes to establish a 
school of theater in Lagos,
Nigeria.
"Saint Lucy’s Eyes" acts as 
a social commentary, dealing 
with issues such as gender 
roles, abortion, inequality in the 
work place and redemption, 
some of the same issues that 
people continue to struggle with 
today. Allen feels that art and 
theater can impact people and 
bring about social change. To 
aspiring actors, she offers this 
advice: "You [actors] have the 
capacity to change the world."
Vag/na Monologues with a Twist Meets Audience Praise
• Spelman’s annual V-Day 
performance was one to be 
enjoyed
Jerrice Boyd








missed V- Eve Ensler
Day. V- Day was started by Eve 
Ensler the writer of The Vagina 
Monologues and a grass roots 
organization based out of New 
York. V-Day occurs every year 
on or around Valentines Day to 
increase awareness of violence 
to women and to raise money to 
stop violence against women 
and girls. Ensler allows the per­
formance to occur only around 
this time every year as a
fundraiser for organizations that 
wish to participate. Spelman 
counseling services and 
PEPERS (Peer Educator 
Program) presented the produc­
tion of The Vagina 
Monologues.
This years production of 
The Vagina
Monologues took a dif­
ferent twist then it did 
just two years ago 
when the production 
was first introduced to 
Spelman.
"Two years ago, men were 
not allowed to see the perform­
ance and I am glad I finally had 
the opportunity to see it for 
myself this year," said a 
Morehouse student.
"This year’s performance 
took on a new direction that I 
never expected. The cast was 
able to freely express them­
selves and not worry about
being persecuted for perform­
ing The Vagina
Monologue,"said a Spelman 
student. The cast was excellent 
and was comfortable with their 
monologues. So many people 
made these comments that its 
hard to quote just one.
“What would your vagina wear? If your 
vagina could speak what would it say?”
Everybody agreed that The 
Vagina Monologues had a much 
anticipated return to Spelman's 
campus.
The Vagina Monologues 
was performed by Spelman stu­
dents and directed by Assistant 
Professor of Drama and Dance 
Joan McCarty Sanchez who 
directed the first performance in 
2001. The Vagina Monologues 
added in perspectives from
women around the AUC to 
make this years performance 
cater more to its predominantly 
female African American audi­
ence. The audience filled with 
laughter as the women demon­
strated and posed various situa­
tions about becoming acquaint­
ed with the female 
body. Incorporating 
songs and even tailor­
ing some of the mono­
logues with changes 
that reflect the student 
body, this year’s production 
seemed to relate closer with the 
experience of being a woman in 
the AUC. Some of the situations 
discussed were the use of femi­
nine hygiene products and 
puberty. Some of the most 
memorable questions asked 
during the performance were 
"What would your vagina 
wear?" or if your vagina could 
speak what would it say? Let
your imagination run free and 
you probably wouldn’t even 
come close to the answers that 
were given to these questions. 
The Vagina Monologues incor­
porated many different 
women’s experiences with their 
vaginas taken from 200 inter­
views with women by Ensler. 
The audience. of The Vagina 
Monologues enjoyed in agree­
ment the monologues that came 
across various moods.
The Vagina Monologues 
was done with dignity and com­
mended by everyone present 
including Dr. Tatum. Sponsored 
by PEPERS, the proceeds from 
the performances went to The 
Baitul Salaam Residence for 
Battered Women and Children; 
a shelter structured for Muslim 
women and their children. 
While structured around the 
Muslim religion, the shelter 
accepts women of all faiths.
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Accused September 11 Planner Studied 




Mohammed, a graduate of 
North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University and 
suspected mastermind of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist acts, 
took courses there in thermody­
namics, according to David 
Klett, a mechanical engineering 
professor at the university. That 
branch of physics covers the 
fundamentals of jet engines, 
propulsion, chemical reactions 
and combustion reaction.
“About 30 percent of our 
mechanical engineering stu­
dents were from the Middle 
East and I probably taught him 
thermodynamics and likely 
more courses,” recalled Klett, 
who said he was Mohammed’s 
student adviser. “Those things 
that he learned in thermody­
namics would be useful to 
someone planning an attack. It 
came as a real surprise to learn 
that one of our graduates was 
among the 10 most wanted ter­
rorists on the FBI’s list and had 
a $25 million reward on his 
head. I couldn’t believe it, but 
obviously it was true.”
Mohammed was captured 
in Pakistan March 1 by U.S. 
and Pakistani intelligence 
agents. U.S. officials called 
Mohammed the key person 
responsible for organizing the 
attacks, sending hijacked pas­
senger jets into the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon, 
killing more than 3,000 people.
One of Osama bin Laden’s 
key associates, Mohammed 
attended Chowan College in 
Murfreesboro, N.C., 100 miles 
northeast of the state capital of 
Raleigh. But he left after only 
one semester to attend A&T in 
Greensboro. There, he earned a 
degree in mechanical engineer­
ing in 1986. Muslims and 
Middle Eastern were about 30 
percent of the students in the 
engineering department that 
year, Klett said.
“I first learned about it 
(Mohammed’s terrorist acts) in 
November, when the Los 
Angeles Times came to campus 
trying to find background infor­
mation about him, and the Los 
Angeles Times wrote a very 
detailed article about him. It 
makes me feel bad that some­
body was able to use his educa­
tion for terrible purposes,” said 
Klett.
Klett also said that 
Mohammed was probably a 
quiet student, as he didn’t have 
a clear recollection of him. One 
of Mohammed’s colleagues, 
who lives in Winston-Salem 
and remembers him well, 
agreed that Mohammed was a 
quiet person and said he spent a 







to the al-Qaida 
network than 
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to steal gas 
tanker trucks 
and crash them 
into U.S. service 
stations, and cut 
the suspension 
cable on bridges.
Members of the N.C. A&T 
community weighed how the 
news affected A&T’s reputa­
tion.
“I do not believe A&T’s 
image is tarnished,” said Aaron 
Wilson, a junior mechanical 
engineering major. “That’s just 
one person’s misguided mind. 
They were raised and told to 
hate Americans, so they had 
that in their minds before they 
came to A&T. A&T had nothing 
to do with their way of thinking.
“However, I think it’s 
going to make A&T less desir­
able for foreign students 
because everybody’s going to 
be watching them and paying 
close attention to their every 
move,” said Wilson. “It’s not 
fair at all because they didn’t do 
anything. Just because they are 
foreign doesn’t mean that they 
have links to al-Qaida.”
A&T’s highly regarded 
engineering department attracts 
students from many places, so it 
is not seen as unusual for the 
school to enroll many foreign 
students, as it did when 
Mohammed graduated in 1986. 
Joseph Monroe, dean of engi­
neering said that the universi­
ty’s ability to teach and train are 
clearly evident and that an edu­
cation should not be used for 
acts of terror.
“It shows that he was 
trained exceptionally well here 
technically, but it also shows 
that we need some humanness 
in our education in the college 
of engineering as well,” said 
Monroe. “A good education is 
valuable but it should be used 
for the betterment of human 
kind, not for the destruction of 
humankind.”
Monroe also said that 
A&T’s image was unblem­
ished.
PHOTO | NCAT.edu
North Carolina A&T State University’s Dudley Building, as illustrated by 
William Mangum.
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Professor Klett with two of his 
mechanical engineering students.
David Klett, a mechanical engineer­
ing professor at North Carolina A & 
T, says he was Mohammed’s student 
adviser.
“At that time, we weren’t 
actively looking or trying to 
recognize terror. All of that was 
left to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service,” said 
Monroe. “There are some 
[immigration] policies that are 
coming out, and it shows the 
power of our engineering pro­
gram that students are trained 
very, very well.
“It’s negative for our whole 
education system, not just 
A&T’s. I wouldn’t condemn us
at all. There was no reason we 
would have checked what he 
was going to do with his educa­
tion,” added Monroe.
N.C. A&T Chancellor 
James C. Renick, who assumed 
the job in 1999, agreed that 
A&T and terrorism should not 
be linked. “We’re all saddened 
and shocked,” said Renick. 
“We’ve graduated generals in 
the military as well, and it sad­
dens and shocks me that any 
human being would do some­
PHOTO | BlackCollegeWire.com
thing so dastardly. You can link 
an individual to a university, but 
you can’t make that cause-and- 
effect relationship because that 
person acted as an individual. 
There are examples that educat­
ed people do bizarre things, and 
people understand that.”
News media have speculat­
ed about a terrorist cell in North 
Carolina. In December, former 
Sudanese pilot Mekki Hamed 
Mekki Hamed Mekki, 30, who 
drove a taxi for Greensboro's 
United Yellow Cab and had 
been a full-time freshman at 
N.C. A&T, agreed to a plea deal 
to three counts of immigration 
fraud, the Greensboro News & 
Record reported.
His arrest in September 
garnered national attention after 
the Associated Press, citing two 
anonymous government
sources, reported that investiga­
tors believed he had ties to al- 
Qaida, though he had not been 
charged with anything related 
to terrorism.
Chris Wallace is a student 
at North Carolina A&T State 
University and co-editor of The 
A&T Register.
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• Atlanta University 
Center graduate Jacque 
Reid graces televisions 
across the country as 












manages to Jacque Reid 
maintain a balance in her suc­
cessful career while pioneering 
and serving the African- 
American community.
This BET Nightly News 
anchor is no amateur to the 
journalism world. Previously, 
Reid was one of the top morn­
ing news anchors at CNN 
Headline News Network.
Prior to that, Reid was an 
anchor for the Houston, TX 
NBC affiliate KPRC-TV. 
Before this position Reid was 
an anchor and reporter for the 
Lexington, KY CBS affiliate 
WKYT-TV, and a reporter for 
WBSG-TV in Brunswick, GA.
Reid received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in print journal­
ism from the Atlanta University 
Center’s own Clark Atlanta 
University. She went on to 
Northwestern University to 
acquire a Masters of Broadcast 
Journalism.
Reid remains humble in her 
success, saying that she has 
been blessed to have such an 
enriching professional back­
ground.
Her news coverage ranges 
from the bonfire tragedy in 
Texas A&M to the 30th 
Anniversary of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. assassination. 
Reid explains that her journal­
The Spelman Spotlight staff 
would like to wish all of our 
readers a relaxing and safe 
spring break!
Look forward to the next issue of 
The Spelman Spotlight on 
Tuesday, March 25, 2003.
ism style has in no way been 
compromised to reflect the 
African-American perspective. 
Rather, she laid the foundation 
of her journalism career in tune 
and sympathetic to the African- 
American experience.
She explains that while 
reporting any story, she 
searched for the black voice, 
and worked to dispel the myth 
that the black voice should only 
be heard in reporting stories 
about black people. Reid plays 
an active role in selecting some 
of the stories that are covered 
on BET Nightly News.
Reid has interviewed some 
of society’s most prestigious 
and influential, from the 
President of the United States 
of America to Patti LaBelle. 
She says it’s been a wonderful 
experience and she enjoys what 
she does. Reid explains that 
she feels privileged to interview 
even some of the not so promi­
nent names that have made 
small contributions to our cul­
ture.
Reid is an active member 
of the National Association of 
Black Journalists, and does 
community service with chil­
dren. She says that her being an 
inspiration and role model to 
African-American youth 
inspires her to work harder. She 
also says it encourages her to 
set an-example and be the very 
best that she can be.
Jacque Reid is pioneering 
the African-American commu­
nity through her inspirational 
success and her mission to 
incorporate the African- 
American voice into the media. 
She is the perfect example of a 
role model, dispelling the nega­
tive stereotypes portrayed in the 
media of African-Americans. 
Her success gives aspiring jour­
nalists the hope and encourage­
ment needed achieve their 
goals. Jacque Reid’s accom­
plishments are admirable, and 
she exudes unstoppable drive 
and determination.
CONVERSATIONS AT THE CARTER CENTER
“Money and Politics in the Western Hemisphere”
Wednesday, March 19, 2003 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Audience Q&A will follow presentations
The region’s democracies face a crisis of confidence as continuing poverty 
and inequality cause citizens to question whether politicians are responding to 
special interests instead of voters. Following the conclusion of the Carter
Center’s conference on the issue with top government officials and leaders 
within the hemisphere, this public forum will address how parties and cam­
paigns can be financed in ways that are honest contributions to the public 
good. The Carter Center’s Dr. Shelley McConnell, an expert on Latin American 
and Caribbean affairs, will moderate this breakthrough endeavor.
FREE ADMISSION, BUT RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.
CALL 404-420-3804.
Speakers Include:
Luis Alberto LaCalle, former President of Uruguay 
Cristiana Chamorro, founder of the Foundacion Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, 
Nicaragua
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The Truth Campaign brings the 
truth about Cigarettes to 
Consumers
• Before you light up, 




Cigarettes are the leading 
preventable cause of death in 
the United States.
However, many people 
know this and choose to smoke 
anyway. Cigarettes are market­
ed as a rolled up piece of paper 
similar to a casual drug, like 
alcohol. The nicotine in ciga­
rettes is relaxing and legal. 
This misleads consumers to 
believe that cigarettes are not 
harmful.
Spelman Health and Wellness Institute
In a manner of speaking 
the Spelman college Health & 
wellness initiatives (SCHWT) 
is planning an event to that 
very effect.
Did you know...that 
according to the Department 
of Health and Human 
Services, Office on Women's 
Health, African American 
women, in particular are dis­
proportionately at risk for car­
diovascular disease,
HIV/AIDS, diabetes, hyper­
tension, violence, obesity and 
other preventable diseases and 
conditions. This project was 
conceived as a holistic effort, 
integrating physical, mental 
and spiritual health issues 
with gander, race and culture 
specific tools to reshape the 
attitudes and influence behav­
ior of the target population 
about what it means to be a 
healthy and whole individual.
A result of a collaborative 
effort between Spelman
If you watch TV you’ve 
seen an advertisement called 
the truth campaign. So what is 
the truth about the truth cam­
paign? Did they just make up 
those statistics? Are they being 
overly dramatic? No, they 
aren’t. The truth campaign is a 
company geared towards young 
people seemingly run by young 
people. They expose the truth 
about tobacco. They have been 
around since 1999. The 
American Legacy Foundation 
funds their ads. A visit to their 
website http://www.truth.com 
will lead you to a list of sited 
statistics about the dangers of 
cigarettes.
Cigarette companies con­
tinue to market these cancer 
sticks knowing the dangers of
College and the U.S, 
Department of Health & 
Human Services-Office on 
Women's health, the Young 
Women's Health conference 
held March 27-30 2003 is 
aimed at presenting wide-rang­
ing health information for all 
who attend. This comprehen­
sive 3 1/2 day conference is 
sure to encourage educate, 
inspire and motivate attendees 
to embrace better healthier 
habits.
Young African-American 
females 18-22 years of age are 
the target group of attendees 
based on a current study o the 
status of health of this populace. 
SCHWI was challenged with 
developing a holistic approach 
to creatively informing the tar­
get group of African-American 
female program participants of 
the need for improved health & 
wellness activities. The 
Initiative and they Young 
Women's Health conference is
cigarettes. The truth 
campaign is a way for 
concerned citizens to 
fight back with knowl­
edge. For example, did
you know that ammonia in cig­
arettes boosts the effect of nico­
tine? Licorice and cocoa added 
to cigarettes are bronchodiala- 
tors that allow for the inhalation 
of more smoke and absorption 
of more nicotine. Seventy per­
cent of smokers want to quit but 
can’t. Only three percent suc­
ceed in quitting. There are 599 
additives in cigarettes and the 
companies are not required by 
law to list them. Cigarettes kill 
more than AIDS, murder, sui­
cide, fires, alcohol and all ille­
gal drugs combined. More than 
440,000 deaths each year are
doing and will continue to do 
just that.
This conference will com­
bine comprehensive nutritional, 
fitness, mental, physical and 
spiritual health forum's sym­
posia and medical screenings. 
The conference will feature 
nationally recognized speak- 
ers/Instructors, a physical 
Education Expo an Olympic 
Event and an culminating 
Awards ceremony with the aim 
of educating young women 
about healthy lifestyles along 
with improving personal com­
mitments to holistic fitness.
Headed by Dorothy 
Triplett, M.Ed. the SCHWI has 
uniquely crafted a multi-faceted 
conference specifically for 
young adult women currently 
matriculating on an all women's 
predominately African-
American college campus.
The ultimate goal is to edu­
cate serve and empower 
African-American women, and
caused by cigarettes, and more 
than 75 billion dollars is spent 
in medical costs. These statis­
tics can be found at the Center 
for Disease Control website.
Smoking is a personal 
choice. Make sure that if you 
smoke or decide to try smoking, 
you are aware of the risks, con­
sequences, and statistical 
deaths. The cigarette compa­
nies are not going to tell you!
respond to a national need to 
provide minority individuals 
and their communities with 
disease prevention and health 
promotion strategies. With a 
particular interest in African- 
American community, the 
Agreement also fills the 
OWH's mission to address 
health disparities among 
minority populations in the 
United States.
Registration is open to all 
college students who are inter­
ested in Women's health. You 
may register for the confer­
ence beginning immediately. 
Pre-registration is requested 
and registration forms may be 
obtained from Mac Vicar 
#101, by calling or visiting 
our website at www.spel- 
man.edu or by calling the 
Spelman College Health and 
Wellness Initiative office at 
404-215-7769.









An experimental AIDS 
vaccine showed a statistically 
significant reduction of HIV in 
Blacks and Asians, but not in 
Whites and Hispanics.
Brisbane, CA based com­
pany VaxGen announced that 
the study showed that Black 
and Asian volunteers appeared 
to produce higher levels of anti­
bodies against HIV. White and 
Hispanic volunteers appeared to 
develop consistently lower lev­
els of protective antibodies fol­
lowing vaccination.
According to government 
figures Blacks account for half 
of all new HIV infections in the 
United States, and researchers 
argue that Blacks were under 
represented in the study.
The vaccine was 78.3 per­
cent effective in Blacks, but of 
all 5,400 participants in the 
study only 314 were Black.
The vaccine showed 68 
percent effectiveness in Asians, 
but only 77 of the participants 
in the study were Asian. 
Researchers argue that a larger 
or more representative popula­
tion of Asians and Blacks may 
produce different results.
VaxGen Inc. studied the 
vaccine in 5,400 people who 
practice high-risk behaviors for 
AIDS, like homosexuality, but 
none were infected with the 
virus at the start of the study. 
The study took place over a 
period of three years.
The FDA said it would 
consider approving the vaccine 
if it were 30 percent effective, 
however the vaccine was 3.8 
percent effective.
Sleep off the Pounds Plastic Surgery at Your Fingertips
Danielle Wright
Health Editor
Insomnia can lead to 
weight gain, according to CNN 
Headline News.
Primary insomnia usually 
begins after someone has expe­
rienced some stressful event 
that disrupts their normal sleep­
ing pattern. In an attempt to 
make up for the lost sleep in 
this stressful period one may 
develop poor sleeping habits 
even after the problem has 
passed.. According to the 
Medical Director of Sleep at the 
Cincinnati Sleep Management 
Institute, Dr. Bruce Corser, lack 
of sleep causes an increase in 
the production of cortisol and
insulin.
Cortisol is a hormone that 
triggers appetite. An increase in 
appetite increases eating, which 
leads to weight gain. Insulin 
causes an increase in fat, which 
can not only lead to weight gain 
but diabetes.
According to Dr. Corser, 
one hour of sleep is needed for 
every two hours awake. The 
average young person needs 
about eight and a half to nine 
hours of sleep at night.
The following are a few 
tips for from the Sleep 
Information Center for getting a 
good night’s sleep:
1. avoid daytime naps
2. avoid nicotine before sleep
3. avoid caffeine before bed­
time
4. reduce noise in sleeping area
5. reduce light in sleeping area
6. get a comfortable mattress,
box spring, and pillow
7. don’t relive the day
8. don’t worry about tomorrow
9. think about something boring
10. have a light snack
11. take a warm bath before 
bedtime
12. read a book before going to 
bed
13. avoid alcohol before sleep 
since it can interrupt your 
sleep later in the night
Danielle Wright 
Health Editor
Plastic surgery has become 
as simple as online shopping on 
e-bay, according to NBC News.
Now with the click of a 
mouse, consumers can access 
websites that allow online bid­
ding for cosmetic surgery. The 
way it works is consumers pull 
up the online bidding website 
for surgery and click on the type 
of surgery desired.
For example, the consumer 
may select Botox. Once Botox 
is selected the rules for bidding 
come up and the consumer is 
allowed to make a bid.
A doctor willing to perform
the surgery for the bid will 
respond within 72 hours. 
However, online bidding raises 
some serious ethical issues 
according to podiatrist, Dr. 
Steven Royall.
Some doctor’s argue that 
online bidding provides no 
guarantee of a surgeon’s cre­
dentials. Opposing doctors 
argue that online bidding is an 
extension of the newspaper and 
yellow page ads advertising 
plastic surgery.
Consumers and physicians 
wonder if there is a future for 
online bidding for plastic sur­
gery. As for now it continues to 
stir up controversy in the med­
ical world.
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1. Wings-N-Things was the spot after a late night 
at Studio CentraL.was that really chicken or 
mutated squirrel thighs?
2. Toni B Conscious a.k.a. the "Got Melanin" man 
was more about getting numbers than selling 
poetry. Where is he?
3. 112 at Romantic Interlude. (We're ready for 
their next CD.)
4. Free Parking! No worrying about scraping $3.00
5. Dr. Manley's chauffeur was a member of public 
safety. Does he know that he has groupies?
6. Speaking of Public safety ...where is the public 
safety guy that rocked the Gucci glasses...faith- 
fully?
7. Ian at basketball games and Miss Maroon and 
White Pageants. "Coons All United."
8. Packard Hall (Urn-Phi!)
9. Chick-Fil-A. The grill is doing big things, but a 10 
piece and some waffle fries would be great 
right about now.
10. Fashion shows sealed by Juan. Didn't we all 
learn good fashion tips from him?
11. The old cafeteria. Where are the portraits that 
hung on the wall?
12. Shawty shout UUUWaaay!
13. The pregnant crack head on the corner, did she 
ever have her baby? And if not, where is the 
pillow?
14. HH caught on fire, but we were still at 
Morehouse for School Daze a couple of hours 
later!
15. MARTA parties, where a simple walk can turn 
into craziness. (Shawty, which one of y'all got 
the bigger booty...smile for the camera!)
16. Super Bowl Weekend.
17. Block Party on the Morehouse Green (The grass 
finally grew back, huh?)
18. The projects across from Morehouse School of 
Medicine
19. Peanut was the DJ for every Market Friday
20. We Ready! (Why did I just get 'bowed in the 
j cranium)
.  . ...................................... ...........................••••••••••............. ........................ .. .............................




Following September 11, 
this nation raised flags, was 
"United We Stand," and "God 
Bless America." The patriotic 
sentiments of a nation who had­
n’t seen devastation of that 
magnitude since Pearl Harbor 
rang proud across the country­
side. However for many black 
citizens patriotism was not the 
first instinctive response.
As the United States began 
its "War Against Terrorism," 
Black-Americans couldn’t help 
but see the hypocrisy in our 
national policy. Unless the 
falling of the twin towers rede­
fined terrorism, the U.S. has 
always participated in terrorist 
activities.
Was not Christopher 
Columbus a terrorist? Were not 
the African peoples who 
worked and died as slaves held 
captives by terrorists? Were not 
the lynchings of black- 
Americans terrorist tactics?
It is only with sarcasm that 
a Black-American listens to the 
astonished 'American' tone 
when discussing suicide 
bombers.
"When people are willing 
to die for a cause, what can you 
do?"
This concept that is sud­
denly foreign to American 
logic, wasn’t so foreign 150 
years ago to the men who were 
willing to die to preserve a con­
federacy. American novelist 
have captured the proud senti­
ments of southern women who 
lost their husbands and sons in 
the civil war and were boasting 
that they would still send their 
youngest.
Today senators, congress­
man and our president say we 
will fight to preserve our 
American way of life. 
Confederate soldiers and lead­
ers said the same.
The Black-American
INQUISITIVE ELEVEN
11. PROPS TO WHOEVER WROTE “THE QUESTIONS YOU 
WERE AFRAID TO ASK.”
1. You tried twice didn’t you?
2. Why Is Spelman so big on acronyms, I.e. S.W.E.A.T,
P.U.L.S.E., S.A.S.S.A.F.R.A.S., P.E.P.P.E.R.S.?
3. Weren’t you surprised she won?
4. So what makes somebody “tight?”
5. Why were you so mad about those questions?
6. Wasn’t everybody thinking it anyway?
7. Didn’t the Morehouse basketball team come up this
year?
8. You didn’t even know they won the championship did
you?
9. If you’re still on the platform, isn’t it time to quit?
10. Chaz and Darrell...was it really that serious?
has trouble feeling that the way 
of life being preserved has any­
thing to do with him. When the 
same administration that is 
threatening black colleges and 
challenging affirmative action, 
is talking about the 'American' 
way of life, one must think, 
they must speaking on the 
White-American way of life.
The way of life that gains 
prosperity and wealth by 
oppressing and suppressing the 
rights of others. They way of 
life that feels that it’s duty is to 
civilize the uncivil and help 
establish democracy in the poor 
helpless middle-eastern coun­
tries. A country that has gained 
momentous power throughout 
history by intervening in other 
countries affairs is now deter­
mined that the 'Showdown in 
Iraq' must go down.
Indeed America is a terror­
ist regime. But where as Sadam 
Hussein, and Usama Bin Laden 
are visible, American terrorist 
are cowardly and faceless. 
American terrorist sit behind 
desks and gamble away peo­
ple’s pension funds. American 
terrorists make policy decisions 
based on private interests. 
American terrorists hide in the 
congress and senate until they 
accidentally have a drink too 
may and declare, "America 
wouldn’t have had all these 
troubles over the years if a 
racist white supremacist had 
have been voted into office 50 
years ago."
American terrorist -think 
only the lives of innocent work­
ing class citizens in New York 
city are valuable, so intern it’s 
better to drops bombs on 
Afghanistan and kill there 
insignificant faceless citizens 
and children, as long as we send 
medical supplies and food 
while we’re doing it.
American terrorists 
call national leaders goons, axis 
of evils and refer to American 
troops as 'our guys'. American
terrorists allow drugs to infest 
our communities, racism to 
infest our minds and apathy to 
infest our hearts.
The Black-American 
thinks to himself, "well, what 
goes around comes around."
Thinking half-heartedly 
that though he lives in America, 
he is not now and has never 
been what is considered 
American. Yet now he is sup­
posed to lift his voice and sing 
"God Bless America," when 
many times he thinks the only 
good thing he ever got from 
America was God.
The Black-American has 
trouble caring about war in Iraq, 
because he is too busy fighting 
a war at home. He wants to 
stop the war, but figures he 
probably won’t, and reasons 
after going to war for America 
in six different wars to return 
home and find out he is still not 
American, he’s African- 
American, it's probably not 
worth the fight.
The government says that 
Iraq has mass weapons of 
destructive and if we don’t get 
them, the threat to America is 
great. The Black-American 
thinks, I’m much more threat­
ened by gun-violence walking 
down the wrong street late at 
night than I’ll ever be from 
being hit with an atomic bomb. 
The Black-American thinks I'm 
much more likely to be called 
out of my name by a white per­
son than a Muslim, an Iraqi or 
any middle-eastern person. The 
black-American thinks, this 
isn't the most pressing battle I'm 
going to face today, tomorrow 
or next year.
"United we stand," says 
America.
"We've never been united 
before, so how are we so united 
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With 4.8 seconds left 
on the clock in the 
2003 NBA All-Star 
Game, Michael Jordan 
hit a right baseline fade 
away shot over the 
Phoenix Sun’s Shawn 
Marion. All of the 
20,325 fans on hand at 
Phillips Arena were on 
their feet cheering for 
what they thought 
would be the game 
winning shot hit by the 
legendary Jordan. But 
with one second left in 
the game, fate took 
over when Jermaine 
O’Neal fouled Kobe 
Bryant on an off-the- 
mark three-point 
attempt. Bryant turned 
the game around, 
although he made only 
two of his three free 
throws, he sent the 
game into the first ever 
double overtime in All-
Star Game history which led to an upset East being defeated 
by the West with a final score of 155-145.
Questions circulated as to whether or not Jordan 
would even start his 14th All-Star Game appearance. Neither 
the fans nor the players would allow Jordan to come into the 
game off of the bench. Both Tracy McGrady and Allen 
Iverson offered up their starting positions for the all-time leg­
end, but their offers were declined. McGrady and Iverson 
were solely concerned with watching history being made, as 
Jordan made his last appearance as a player in the NBA All- 
Star Game, but Jordan’s only concern was ensuring that the 
game remained a competitive affair. Last minute, Jordan did 
indeed start the game in place of Vince Carter who was both 
reluctant and criticized for initially not wanting to give up his 
starting position. On the Saturday night at a team meeting, 
Carter relinquished his starting position to Jordan. Jordan 
gladly accepted the position.
Jordan scored a total of 20 points surpassing 
Kareem Abdul-Jabar record making him the all time lead 
scorer in All-Star history with a total of 262 points. This feat 
goes hand in hand with Jordan’s three All-Star MVP’s, the 
only triple-double in All-Star History, and his record as having 
averaged the highest points per All-Star Game at 21.3. The 




Houston Comet Sheryl 
Swoopes gained popular­
ity during her days as 
shooting guard and for­
ward Texas Tech Lady 
Raiders. Dubbed the 
"Texas Tornado"
Swoopes led her alma 
mater to victory over 
Ohio State in the.NCAA 
Championship
Tournament with a record-breaking 47 points. Swoopes was a 
member of the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival South Team, 1992 
USA Olympic Trials participant, 1995 Pan American Games 
team, 1995-1996 USA Basketball Women’s National team,
1999 USA Basketball Women’s Winter European Tour Team,
2000 U.S. Olympic Basketball team, and the 2002 Basketball 
World Championship team.
Add to these accomplishments career highlights such as, 
three-time All-WNBA First Team selection and being both the 
WNBA Most Valuable Player and Defensive Player of the Year 
awards in 2000. Accordingly, Nike chose Swoopes as also the 
first female athlete to have a shoe made for her. Sheryl 
Swoopes continues to amaze the world with her competitive­
ness, her talent, her athleticism, and her leadership ability. 
She epitomizes athleticism, grace, and tenacity.
Vonetta
Flowers
Vonetta Flowers made his­
tory at the Winter Olympics 
of 2002 by becoming the first 
African American to win the 
gold in the bobsledding 
event. Flowers and partner, 
Jill Bakken, also ended the 
47-year losing streak for the 
U.S.
Flowers, an Assistant Track 
Coach at University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, 
had only two weeks training 
in learning how to push a 
bobsled before she Warner, 




2000. The pair went on to 
take home 4 World Cup 
medals and were ranked 3 at 
the close of Flowers’ first 
bobsledding season.
Flowers’ accomplishment 
shows the versatility of the 






Venus and Serena Williams, 
tennis phenoms, have taken 
the world by storm. The sis­
ters have become unstop­
pable competitors and are 
credited with bringing 
women’s tennis to the fore­
front.
Tennis has been a constant 
part of the their lives from the 
ages of four and three. Both 
carried indescribable poten­
tial, such that they attracted 
the eye of promoter Don 
King. Venus entered the pro­
fessional tennis circuit in 
1994 at 14 years of age. 
Within a year of her move 
into the professional circuit 
Reebok offered the budding 
star a 12 million dollar con­
tract.
Serena Williams joined the 
professional tennis circuit in 
1997 at 15 years of age. 
Since their entrance into pro­
fessional tennis, there has 
been no match for 
the dominating duo. 
On June 6, 1996 
the sisters become 
the first sisters to 




ranked number one 
at the time, and 
Anna Kournikova.
September 12, 
1999 Serena wins 
her first Grand
Slam, the U.S. Open, defeat­
ing Martina Hingis, and wel­
coming the first Grand Slam 
title into the Williams family. 
These two women exhibit 
grace, strength, persever­
ance, and the limitless 
potential found in Black 
women.Athur Ashe
Tennis legend Arthur Ashe was born on July 10, 1943 
in Richmond, Virginia. He comes in contact with the game of 
tennis and at a young age and displayed remarkable talent. 
His talent earns him a shot in the Maryland
boy’s championship.
Ashe attends UCLA in the fall of 1962 
and on August 1, 1963 becomes the first 
African American named on the Davis Cup 
Team. He stayed with the team on and off from 
1963 to 1978.
After graduating with a degree in Business 
Administration, Ashe continued his climb to the 
top of tennis ranks. Ashe welcomed his first 
Grand Slam win on September 9, 1968 when 
he becomes the first African American to win 
the U.S. Open. On January 26, 1970 Ashe 
wins the Australian open and then the coveted 
Wimbledon single’s title on July 5, 1975, 
becoming the only Black male to win the title 
. Throughout his career and after his retire­
ment, on April 16,1980, Ashe served as an example to millions 
of people around the world who looked just like him. His influ­
ence stretched far beyond the tennis court. He was actively 
involved in the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa, he 
helped create the United States Tennis Association National 
Junior Tennis League for urban youth.. Arthur Ashe died 
February 6, 1993 do to an AIDS-related illness. While he is 
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i do not speak today
and hold between clenched teeth
the thousand stories
of women who had sad eyes
and babies that would never learn why.
(our bombs found them
like frantic moths
to a single, tragic flame).
my silence is a scream,
tight lips that ache for weary hands
pressed to the window
of the Palestinian woman’s now-empty
home-
she returned today to find it 
hollowed out, husband taken - 
a torturous lesson that this new land 
she named hope
harbors a world of suspicions
(men masked as leaders
with eyes that pierce like hatred
and ears that hear only their own, single
word;










mantra, they claim as justice.
i will use my silence




make silence a sound louder than war,
and all will hear the cry.
Sara E. Schertenlieb
I don’t watch the news,
So all I hear is what they say -
Wars and rumors of wars
George W’s face on Luke Skywalker posters
Hanging from the windows of local stores,
But the force will not be with you.
The force will not assist you.
The people will resist you
As you attempt to petition their support and ammunition
In liberty’s name -
(But not in mine)
To fight what is being deemed "terrorism" by definition
But hell, we’re a democracy by definition
And the man calling the shots is a president by definition (not a leader)
Of a republic government by definition
Created of the people, by the people, for the people
At the rate this thing is going soon there won’t be any people.
Maybe then it will be easier to run the country - 
Or maybe the situation wouldn’t change much from today 
Cause even now the people have no say 
No effective objection to the general’s gunplay 
No capacity to avoid a war they don’t want anyway
The Romans are but sheep; we’re all led to the slaughter
The nation’s sons and daughters forced to fight their Uncle’s war 
What for?
Agenda switching more quickly than diapers
Which reminds me, we need to change our president...
first it was a war on terrorism,
Then Osama started to give chase
I stopped believing the reasoning when they gave the concept a face 
Then Afghani women’s liberation 
Then Saddam Hussein
Now before the brink of war, only the truth remains -
Technology for war has advanced, but the purpose is still the three G’s
There’s Gold
There’s Glory and
God help these petty thieves...
